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Website excerpts:
Was this National Assessment mandated?

The United States Global Change Research Program (USGCRP) is mandated by
statute with the responsibility to

undertake scientific assessments of the potential consequences of global
change for the United States. The "Global ;
Change Research Act of 1990" (P.L. 101-606) states that the Federal
government "shall prepare and submit to the

President and the Congress an assessment which:

integrates, evaluates, and interprets the findings of the Program and
discusses the scientific uncertainties associated

with such findings;

analyzes the effects of global change on the natural envmronment,
agriculture, energy production and use, land and

water resources, transportation, human health and welfare, human social
systems, and biological diversity; and
analyzes current trends in global change, both human-inducted and natural,
and projects major trends for the
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subsequent 25 to 100 years."
How iﬁ<the Emtional Ezsesamant 0rgaaizad°

A Natlonal Aasessment &yncha51s T@am (NAST) is raspons; le £or bri
intellectual leadership and,pxapaxazion of . .
the Synthesis Report. The NAST is a ?RCA~c§axﬁ@xed cemmittae wmth x&u@hly
a dozen members drawn Eram .

‘govaznment, acaéamia, and thﬁ*gxivata sﬁgtcr. A,ﬂatxaaal Asse

 ways that provide useful ;nﬁigkts \ ‘ ‘

and results for the National Synthesis, and to gromote devaimyment of
stakeholder networks that will develop

useful insights for their own purposes, quite apart frnm any final
ﬂatianal Syaxhg ‘
sis. Each region and sector is sponsored by a federal agency and
implemented by an assessment team.

Wha is Minp charge" of the &atz@nal Assessment?

The parent body within the US Government for the National Asseasmant is
the Committee on Environment and
‘Natural Resources (CENR), which is a subsidiary body of the Matianal
Science and Technology Council,
chaired by the President. The CENR has delegated raspansxblllty ﬁor
oversight of asae&amant activities to
its Subcommittee on Global Change Research (SGCR), which is the parent
committee for the USGCRP.
The SGCR has broad respon&xhilmties for raseaxah planniag and coardanatiou
amwng the Federal agencies.
‘respect to the National Assesamant,-tha~$@ﬂa has baen chargad thh

111 caaréinatxon, implementation, ~ - .

pon ;nf aha n&ﬁianav aases%mant pxaﬁaSS.

ix ;gal agamczes, in cauperatian thh the SGCR/NamQ, havé lead
zeapana;bility for organizing and '
sponsoring the sectoral 'nalyse& under mh@ guidelines astabl;shed by the
NAST and SGCR/NAWG.

Each sectoral team W111 be camposeé of both puhllc and privata

bart;cipants

* W%ﬂ in “in akaxge“ of each regmnn and of what ‘ends up in the regional
report? ;gjw sactar? . ,‘

Each xegian has at 1east one Reg;onal Coordinator and one Agenzy COntact,

representing the sponsoring agency.

In addition, many regions have both a Steerzng Committee to focus on
general strategy, and an Assessment Team

to conduct the analysis. It is important that all of these mechanisms are
working together so that the assessment is

reflective of broad interests and perspectives in its strategy, conduct
and findings. In addition, each report will go
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